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Wifdom is better than Weapons of 
. War— 


: SX HHE ftory, whether real or fiai- 
fe tious, which gives rife to this 
eX obfervation, may be confidered 
C eee as a {pecimen of the temper 
and conduét of mankind under 

fimilar circumftances. 


Tue fupreme governor has put mankind 
into different fituations in this world ; as the 
potter hath power over the clay to make one 
veffel to honor, and another to difbonor, fo he 
to make one being of greater, and another 


of 
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of lef capacity, and to ee one under grea- 
ter, and another under: lefs advantages of 


improvement. And as it is neceflary to their 


well-being that mankind fhould be formed 
into differcnt focieties, the fame fovereignty 
is difplayed towards them in that fituation ; 
hefice one fociety has more wealth and grea- 
ter firength than another. There was a 


Mitte city and few men within, it, and there 


came a great king againftit. The fuperiority 
of this great-king, no doubt lay in numbers 
and wealth, which a are the finews of martial 
‘powers 
AMBITION and avarice too often arife 
from the cireumftances of the powerful and 
great; the fame perfons under different cir- 
cumftances will ‘act a very different part : 
The afpiring views of men bear fome pro- 
portion to their fortunes ; and the poffeffion 
of much produces an ardent thirft for more. 
How ftrongly foever this fpeaks the imper- 
fe&tion of man, and the infufficiency of 
worldly good to the happinefs for which the 
human mind was formed, facts abundantly 
fupport the verity of it. Nor is it impro- 
bable, that fuch views led this great king 
again{t 


Pe aod 


Le 
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againft this little city ; for. tho’ {mall, com; 

red to his kingdom, yet ‘the conqueft might, 
in} his fordid mind, bea defired-augmentation 
of. wealth, and: extent of dominion. s 


MIGHT awe 


> 


: THE fem moft ' Rate attempts, “and: ‘big 
with probably of fuccefs may prove abor- 
tive: The race is not always to the /wiff, 
nor.the battle, to the frong.. As the human 

mind i is finite, and. therefore incapable to take 
in every circumftance that may attend the 
execution, of a plan, feemingly laid with the 
greatelt probability of fuccefs, fo one incident 


-unforefeen n may terminate the whole in dif 


appointment. So terminated the defi igns of 
this great king, againtt this little city. A 
poor man within the walls, too obfcure to 


be noticed by this great general, by his wit 


dom. delivered. it from. his rapacious jaws. 


~THE aiimation of wifdom is to be mide 
from the mind, directing the condué, and 
not from outward circumftances. The 
mind in its own nature, is fuperior to mat- 


ter, as it is capable of noble exertions, and 
great improvements ; and in proportion to 


the ideas, and juftnefs of fentiment it ac- 
"quires, 
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quires, determining 4 correfponding cons 
dua, itis lefs or more worthy: There id 
therefore no abfolute connection between 
ages circumftances, and mental nobili- 

: The Poor may be wife, and the Rich 
foolith , for riches. are not always to men of 
weal fading 


Bor yet mankind in general, fuch is their 
imperfeétion, are apt to eftimate the real cha- 
rater by outward circumftances: The falfe 

glare of teed grandeur prefles fo hard upon 
pas eta in judging of themfelves and 
others. Richés make men felf-fufficient, 
and produce in others a fervile dependence 
on their fovereign diétates. Wealth is the 
Tandard of wifdom, as well as the fource of 
happinefs, in the opinion of the unthinking. 
The idea of poverty and folly are clofely 
connected, and outward circumftances are 
the criterion of a man’s real worth. And 
this is the foible not of a few, but of the 
greater part of mankind ; to the opulent 
they are attentive and obieacme but the 
poor man’s wifdom is defpifed, and hig words 


are not heard. 
Tr E 


"THe fervices of the truly patriotic: are re- 
‘warded according to the popular. falfe view 
‘of things: The.meritorious, in this depraved 
ftate, are not certain of equal reward: Envy 
and ambition, by artifice and cunning, 
may wreft from the hands of the people, the 
Jaurels defigned for their heads, who have 
done many worthy deeds for their country ; 
and all they have done—be repaid with bafe 
ingratitude, and cruel negleé&t. No man re- 


membred that fame poor man, whofe wifdom . 


delivered the city. 


«. THERE are,notwithftanding, great advan- 


tages arifing from wifdom ; it yields ahome-- 


felt fatisfattion, and may be the great fecu- 
rity of the perfon endued with it: And it is 
alfo of great utility to. fociety. Tho’ this 
may not be fo perceptible when things glide 
“on fmoothly, yet a time of trial will make 
it confpicuous. In fach atime, wifdom will 
be found to be fuperior to folly furrounded 
“with wealth and aided by martial power ; 
and this is agreable to the obfervation in the 
text: Wifdom is better than weapons of war ; 
-which is a refletion arifing from the fore- 

_ going ftory. 
B WHETHER 
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eine Solomon ‘in this obfervation 
fags to conceive of different kinds of 


Iwifdom, according to the different objets 


‘about which it is converfant, or to diftinguifh 
between wifdom political, and religious, may 
‘admit of fome difpute. And whether: the 
-wifdom by which the poor man delivered 
the city, in degree, fell fhort of, or came up 
‘to, that wifdom which in other parts of his 
“writings forms the. religious. character, is 
‘unnoticed. But if wifdom,in the reflection, 
fhould be fuppofed by fome to intend the 
former, and to exclude the latter ; I fhall 
“beg ‘leave, in aligabier’s to confider i it as 
‘including both. : 


Set use 
eat 


“AND sctatdin gly, by divine a. fhall 


; “endeavour to how, 


a m Taar war is to be gee in i 
_ prefent Mate. of mankind. 


. JL TH AT to providev weapons for defence, 
is neceflary and fit. But, : 


“UI. Tuat wifdom is ftill a higher qua- 
> ification for defence, and willanfwer the 
_ purpofe better than weapons without ir. 
‘ “3 IN 


‘ 
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obi the prefene’ fate of mankind, wat 
‘is 5 £0 be. expected, | 


: + = 


THR -deptavity of innit nature is. the 


igreund sand» neafon of fuch expectation. 
God indeed made man upright, bat they have 
fought out mony inventions ; are warped off 
from their original conttitution,and the whole 
world hes in wackedne/s. spar we bad 

Iris true, the difachiatiog a+ prio as 
difcovered to man, is calculated not only to 


fave him from the evil confequences of tranf- 


greffion, but to qualify him for prefent and 
futire happincfs. As it lays a foundation 
of reconciliation with God, fo of - the moft 
friendly intercourfe between man and. man, 
clearly dire@ing, and powerfully affifting, to 
the obfervation of the rules of righteoufnels 
and charity. 


THe moral perfections of the Gee! gor 
vernor forbid the fuppofition, that mankind 
were left without proper rules of conduét 


towards him, and one another ; or fufficient . 


motives to right ation. And _ revelation 
clearly vindicates the ways of God to men 
in this particular. 

THE 


ia 
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i 
. Tue. law written in their hearts, by the 
finger of their maker, was plain and legible 


~ at firft; and from their longevity in early 
age, oakt with more eafe and certainty be 


tranf{mited to pofterity. . Great and general 
deviations from this rule were followed with 


‘fignal vengeance, and furvivors were taught 


to take warning by the fufferings of others. 


And the various difpenfations of providence, 


were adapted to imprefs on the mind of man, 
‘a ipdtehti regard t to the fapreme authibticy. 


Tuts law, after a. while, was committed 
to writing, and publithed at Mount Sinai to 
a feleet number of mankind, that by means 

‘hereof his 7 way might be known upon earth, 
ae bis Javing health among all nations. The 
capital precepts of which, tend to promote 
order and peace in the world, as they ftriétly 
enjoin love to God, and love to men ; Thou 
Shalt love -the Lord.thy God with all thy 
heart and thou fhalt love thy neighbour 
as thy felf, 


Iw the time tho’t beft by infinite wifdom, 
an extraordinary teacher was fent into the 
world, to fet this rule in a clearer light, and 

’ to 
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to enforee!it with-additiorial’ motives: This 
‘day Spring from on high bath v ifited.us, to : 
give light to them that fit in darknefs, andsin 
the fhadow of death ; to see our “ass wi the 
way pee ce gris Str Sniw eo. 


Se 


© Bur love to God, sande deat ait 
cee of duty is ftill the fir? and great com- 
‘mand, and the fecond is like unto it, Thote 
Ssoalt love thy neighbour av thy Self. The 
sway to happinefs is the fame: The’ ‘Bolpel 
only throws greater light on it, and urges 
men into it with greater affiftance, and more 
persia! motives. 


‘Tue means of neteane, and themotives 
to soci have, no doubt, been adapted to the 
ftate and circumftances of mankind in every 
age—And in every age, fufficient to lead 
them to that temper and -condué, ‘which 
would obtain the approbation of their: law: 
giver and judge, and fecure — own 
happinefs. 


THE provifi on made by indulgent og 
fuppofcs in man underftanding and judg- 
ment,and a power of determination in péint 
of condué. And mankind have given fad 

evidence 


7) Sh ee ee Lee 
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evidence of their! liberty aud felf-determining : 
ery i in acting counter to the évidencé of 
thith, and going out of the right way ; and 


“while they have approved the Better, in om 


aa the worfe things. 


aed is their misfortune indeed, in this lap- 
fed ftate. to have the powers of the mind 
embarraffed by the. ill temperament of the 
body, which provokes appetite and paflion, 
and. amifguides the fool in het purfuir after 


_happinefs ; and is produaive of irregularity 


and « diforder in the world. The. paffions 
are forcibly moved by fenfible good. . The 
foul, inattentive to higher motives, blindly 
follows the’ paffions ; and borfie*from her 
natural centre, is hurried on to the violation 
of the rules of focial duty. From hence 
arife all<the oppreffion there is under the 


/ fah—ali'the invafion of the rights and pro- 


perties of others—the rapine and murder fo 
rife. among mankind. Jam. 4. 1. From 
«whence come wars and fightings among you ? 
come they not hence, even of your lufts, that 
war m your members ? 


“In the moft authentic hiftory of mankind, 
Wwe are: pean with an early deviation 
emits i from 
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from the rule of condn@, in a prof ad of 
hoftility and murder, when Cain rofe- Up a 
gaing Abel his brother and flew him. Hilto- 
ty, facred and profane, unite in, the exhibi- 
tion of a continued feries of the like temper 
and praétice, tho’ attended with a great va~ 
‘riety of different circtimftances ; and make 
it evident, that mankind, under the general 
difpenfation of grace, in every age,have cor 
supted. themfelves, renounced their allegi- 
‘ance to the fupreme ruler, and unweariedly 
endeavoured to plunder, enflave, and deltsoy 
their own fpecics. 


~ ‘Tue notices of the divine law inferibe 

in the heart, and handed down by tradition, 
have been difregarded,and as they did not like 
to retain God in their knowledge, God fave 
them over toa reprobate mind, to do thofe 
things which are not convenient, but tend to 
interrupt the order of his | creation. wi 


- Nerruer have the advantages of a wait. 
ten law been duly improved by them, as 
appears by the defcription of fuch in Rom 
3- Their throat is an open fepulchre, witb 
their tongues they have ufed deceit, the poifon 
of ajps is under their lips whofe mouth is full 


9 
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of cur cee! bitterne/s, their feet are fwift 
to fred blood, deftruction and mifery are im 
their ways, and the way of peace have they 
not known : there 4 is no fear 0 - God ie 
a eyes. 
9 ; . 
pas ftill clearer diteaas of their duty, 
iéad urged with the moft cogent motives,has 
-been ineffeétual to procure a compliance— 
‘to preferve order and peace, and to prevent 
‘oppreffion, and the moft favage treatment of 
one another. In evidence of which might 
be adduced the angry debates, the cruel per 
fecutions. and bloody wars in. chriftendom 
fo fo many centuries. 


ae MESETS FE 


ee Saviour, aware that the beft means 
2 to. reform and make human_ nature happy, 
‘would be obftinately oppofed, and thro’ the 
ufts of men perverted to interrupt their hap: 
pinch, gave i followers the’ precaution in — 
the roth of Mat. 34th. Think not that I am 
come to fend peace on earth, I came not 19 
fend peace, but a fword ; that they might 
_mot’be deceived in the expectation of better 
times than they would actually find. 
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Tuo’ his gofpel is eminently calculated 
to recover human nature to its original re@ti- 
tude—to infpire the heart with love to God 
andloveto men—to extirpateevery unfriendly 
paflion—to cultivate the moft noble and ex- 
tenfive benevolence, and to produce un iver- 
fal peace and happinefs ; yet ic ftill lies with 
man to fall in with the gracious method, or 
to oppofe it. And as the great author of 
this glorious plan, when he perfonally ap- 
peared on earth, was de/pifed and rejeted of 
men, fo his religion, ever fince, has fared no 
better with the moft. By a ftrange perverfion 
of the only method that could reform and 
make them happy, men have continued,and 
even encreafed their difloyalty to heaven, and 
acts of hoftility to one another. 


Tuus things,from the beginning of time, 
have gone on in our world. And tho’ before 
the winding up of this drama, it is firmly, 
and with ardor expeéted,that the gofpel will 
more powerfully prevail, and the happy ef- 
fects of innocence, and peace, will be felt in 
every part of the earth; when they fball 
beat their fwords into plowfbares, and their 
Jpears into pruning hooks, and netion fhall not 

C 


if 
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ft up fuord againft nation, neither _fhall they 
learn, war any more : Yet while the gofpel 
{preads no further, and has no greater influ; 
ence where it is known, what can be expect- 
ed but that mankind fhould ftill, be inimi- 
cal to one another, and nation fhould rife a> 
gainft nation, and kingaom againft kingdom ? 
The fame caufe will produce the fame ef- 
fect. ‘Under fimilar circumftances human 
nature has ever been (pretty & much the fame, 
As the former times were not better than the 
prefent, why fhould thefe be better, than the 
former, | while the evidence of truth i is no 
more admitted, and appetite and paffion de- 
termine the world, 


il, To provide weapons for defence is 
neceflary and fit. — 


THO’ indeed there is no abfolute nece fli- 
cy of war, as mankind are not neceffitated to 
break the laws of God, and 1 injure one ano- 
ther; yet it may be neceflary and fit to ac- 
commodate ourfelves to it, when thro’ the 
lafts of men it comes to pafs ; and herein, 
I think, we fhall be fupported by reafon and 
revelation. 

BEING 


: 
; 
| 


4 be Wrong. 
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- Berne ‘hlelf with all the privileges of 


-it, is the communication of bappinefs from 


the infinite fource of goodnefs. And all the 


~ variety of creatures that people the univerfe 


have equal claim to thofe natural privileges 


which are gratuitoufly derived to them ref- 
. petively from the aaralliscnte of their cre- 


ator. . 


EVERY creature is naturally invefted sith 


-@ power, in fome degree, to fecure that hap- 
pinefsof which it is made capable : “And 


the invafion of the natural rights of the 
creature, counter to the conftitution of God 
for the communication of happinels, muft 


- ae 2 


ne hand moral agent is accounta- 
ble to the creator for its conduét, and re- 


“wardable or punifhable according to it. No 
fach creature, therefore, has liberty to refign 


it’s being at pleafure, or willingly to admit 
the interruption of the natural courfe of 


“things produétive of happinefs. Buri is under 


moral obligation to receive the gifts: of its 
creator with gratitude, and i improve them to 
his honor. And every -fach creature has a 

right to enjoy thefe gifts unmolefted, until 


es it 


i esip 
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“Gt has by its own mifcondué forfeited the 
“enjoyment ; and is alfo under the fame ob- 
Jigation, according to its capacity, and in every 
“fit way, to preferve and defend the grant of 
“being with all the -benefits and privileges 


thereto belonging. And accordingly there. 
is implanted, in all fuch rational beings, a 


principle of fclf-prefervation, and a fenfe of * 


moral obligation, to difpofe them to counter- 


“aa the defigns of others to deprive them of 


‘happinefs, and to break in upon the confti- 
tution of God. 


Ir appears therefore, that the unjuft en- 
croachments on the natural rights of the 
rational creature, may, and ought to be op- 


_pofed by him. 


Anp if reafon and argument will not dif 
fuade the: invaders. from their unrighteous 
defign, every other exertion is to be made, 
according to the ability of the creature, given 
for the fecurity of its own happinefs ; for 
where fuch exertions are neceflary to accom- 
plith the end, which is right and duty to be 
accomplifhed, they muft in the reafon of 


things be fit. 
OFFENSIVE 
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OFFENSIVE: war in any-patt of the ratio- 


nal creation is wrong ; as no one has a right 


to moleft another in the enjoyment»of his 
natural rights, and no fociety of beings has 
a right to interrupt the Beep of any 
‘other fociety. 


/ ! ; 
De FENSIVE war onlysi is jutifableamong 


rational beings; by which is intended, oppo- 


fition to others in defence of thofe natural 
immunities and rights which are the free 
gift of the creator ; and with a view to the 
eencigl good. 


ab fuch war may be juftified, in the 


~reafon of things, among the rational inha- 


bitants of every world thro’out the univerfe ; 
unlefs prohibited by the fupreme governor, 
who may direct his creatures to recede from 
their natural rights, and to refign’ their pre- 
fent enjoyments, in lieu of greater happinefs 
to be conferred in reward. of their obfequi- 


“ous refignation. But without fuch interpo- 


ition, they are under moral obligations to. 


oppofe the invafion of their rights, and the 
interruption of the harmony of the univerfe. 


‘Uron 
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~ «© Wron fuch principles:we are not fhocked 
to readin facred: ewrit, there was waran 
heaven; cand: Michael and his angels fought 
againft the dragon; tho’ we at once cenfure 
the attempts of!the grand. apoftate as un- 
_worthy, yet, at the fame time, we approve 
‘the condué& of the general of the king of 
heaven, and applaud him as acting from the 
nobleft views ; and triumph in his victory. 
Whatever may be intended by this part of 


St. John’s vifion, the {criptures certainly lead | 


‘us to believe, that there is continual oppofi- 
tion to one another, among the higheft or- 


ders of creatures we know of, the one coun- _ 


tera@ting the conftitution of the creator, the 
other. fupporting i it, with which their own 
happinefs is infeperably conneéted. 


we ‘THE fupreme Lord of the univerfe hath 
made creatures of different orders, and affign- 
ed to them different parts of his creation. 
The earth he hath given to the children of 
men. And by making it neceflary to their 
‘ happinefs, and difpofing them, under the go- 
vernance of his providence, to form into 
diftin& focieties, hath divided to them the 
feveral parts of it. For he hath not only 

made 


made of, one blood all Haticts of men to dwell 
on all the face of the earth; but. hath deter- 


‘mined the times before appointed, and the 


bounds of their habitations. 


? -giaissiico | em sobape cag sw : 
- Manxtnp, therefore, have the gifts of 
; “os cut er eters ep} a YER ER ‘ . 


‘nature, in common with other rational beings, 
according to their rank in creation, and alfo 
rightsand privileges peculiar to nations,which 
they receive from, and hold under, the great 
proprietor of the world. It is fit that they 
fhould receive the/e as the bounty of heaven, 
and maintain and defend them in that capa- 
city ; efpecially as their natural and political 
rights are fo infeperably blended, that the 


one cannot be defended without the other. 


Sucu kind and degree of defence, if in 
our power, as may anfwer the end, and only 


‘fuch, ought to be purfued. We are to begin 
with fuch as is adapted to the rational nature. 


But if addrefs to reafon will not impede the 


determined aggreffor, it becomes fit to repel 


force with force. But yet an enemy is not 


‘to be purfued with revenge after he is con- 


guered, and to do us further injury is put 
out of his.power ; in this fituation we are 


father to fhew adts of kindnefs, and to over- 


COME 
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‘come’ evil with good. It is unfit that. we 


_ hould-attempt the deftruaion of mankind, 
any ftirther than our own fafety, and the 


publick good is conneéted with it. So far 
indeed we are ynder. moral obligations. to 
attempt it; but’ togo beyond this is to exceed 
the rules at right, and become tranfgreffors 
of the laws of God ourfelves. 


: PUNISHMENT i is God’ s frange work, to 
‘which he is reprefented as coming reluétant, 
yetas it is neceflary to fecure and promote 
thehappinefs of his creation, itis inflicted on 


the guilty for this benevolent purpofe. Tho’ 


the efttuction of our own fpecies, in a juft 
war, is irkfome to human nature, made after 
the image of God,ifit be not fo far debauch- 
ed as to have loft all feelings of humanity, 


“yet ‘the moral fitnefs of it remains, + The like 
- feeling may be had by the righteous judge, 


in pafling fentence of death on the malefac- 
tor, who has forfeited his life by the laws of 


God, and yet he, notwithftanding, be under 
‘obligation to fidelity in the execution of his 
Office. 


Ir by metaphyfi cal purfuits we may per- 


‘plex this matter, and darken counfel with 


words 
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words without knowledge 3 yet common 
fenfe can difcern, that the man who has a 
drawn {word in his hand,and tamely fabmits 
totakea fatal blow from his adverfary, dies as 
a. fool dieth :. And common confciencewould 


highly approve, if on the contrary, with the: 
Sword, he had taken the life of the bold in= 


vader to fave his own. 


THe privileges of life, as rsrky and | pros 
perty, in proportion to their value, are to be 
ftrenuoufly afferted. And when every thing 
that is ; dear, and makes life defi rable c and 
even. Tife itfelf is attempted, individuals, « or a 
nation, hare not only a bare right, ‘but’: are 
under moral: obligation to the moft vigorous 
6ppofition, as they would ‘not ungratefully 


fefign the gifts of God, and impioufly fuffer 


devattation : among his’ works. 


Ano this Gndeeee s is fopported by the 
written revelation which God has been. pleaf- 
ed to give mankind of his will and their duty. 
If it were not right in the conftitution of 
things, he could not, confiftent with the ner- 
fedtion of his natuse, which it is ini Oe ible 
he thould contradi®, direé, encou rage, and 

D aft 


~ 
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his people to it; but that he. did fo, 
er evidently appears from the old Gas 


pent. ; a 


THE new-teflament goes upon the. fame 
fuppofition, and no where forbids it.” This 
part of revelation, indeed, fets the original 
rule of condué to mankind, under the dif- 
penfation of grace, with all the motives to 
duty, in a clearer and more ftriking light. 
It more particularly diffuades from thofe 
pradtices which are injurious. to, mankind 
and j interruptive of their happine(s ; ; and as 
Fa perfuades to thofe that are per- 


eftive of their nature.—And i in ‘the whole, 


is better adapted to promote that temper and 
life which would take away the occafions 
of war : And happy to the world if it were 
univerfally. efficacious ! eS : 


Bur the gofpel no where forbids that 
which in the relation of things is right to be 
done: This indeed may be advanced to fup- 
Port the caufe of infidelity, but is not fag 
in fa&: For the gofpel, in no part of it, . 
contradictory, to natural religion ; if i P were, 
it would want the main evidence to fupport 


its. divine authority. ' 
fe go oe 
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- Derensive waris then right according 
to the conftitution of God, and fappor ted 
by the written declatations of his will ; and 
in particular, is confiftent with the. rules of 
the gofpel; for all the diffuafives’ therein, 
from anger, wrath and revenge, and all the 
‘perfuafives to meeknefs, forgivenels and 
tharity, are reconcileable to the principles 
‘of natural religion, which allow and. require 
‘the defence of our being, with all the privi- 
leges of being, in every capacity, casi: or 


"public. 


Not only the bare right, but the moral 
obligation of defenfive war, being fupported 
by reafon and revelation, the necefliry and 
fitnels of providing and ufing inftruments ‘for 
that purpofe evidently appears. ‘That is ne 
ceflary without which a thing cannot be done, 
and is neceflary in proportion to the obliga- 
ion ‘we are under to do the ‘hing. 


As the invader of the rights of others 
furnith themfelves with inftruments to exe- 
cute their unrighteous defigns, fo it becomes 
neceflary to provide fomething of the fame 
kind in order toa fuccefsful oppofition. And 
as thefe. aggreffors not only wreck . their in- 


ial D2 vention 
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-vention for fuch inftruments, but fpare no 

‘pains to get the dexterous ufe of them, fo 

others are obliged to the fame efforts in this 

~~ refpeét, as they would, at leaft, ftand upon 
equal ground with their adverfaries. 


Ir is therefore as neceffary that the art 
of war fhould be cultivated, as that the wea- 
pons of war fhould be provided. And as 
both are neceffary to defend and fecure the 
invaded rights of mankind, it is fit a people 
fhould be poffeffed of them, and in time of 
peace prepare for war. . 


‘Baw fon" 


JIL, Wispom is a higher qualification for 
defence, and will anfwer the purpofe better 
than weapons without it. ge he9 


THE rational powers of the mind are the 
glory of human nature, anda due exercife of 
them tothe purpofes for which they were given, 
is wifdom. For wifdons isa juft difcernment of 
things, and fuch approbation of the mind as 
to determine the conduéaceording to it ; and 
right aétion is, in the conftitution of things, 
produétive of happinels = Itis fo in its wee 

£ 
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tal tendency; and as it procutes 
of the fupreme ruler... - 


dé THERE are indeed, - different degrees of 
wifdom according to the different natural cae 
pacity, or to the different enlargement of it 
‘by improvement. All the human {pecics are 
“not made with equal capacity of difcernment, 
There is evidently a diverfity in the degree 
of this gift of nature to her fons. Some are 
naturally formed with a larger capacity than 
others, as tho’ they were born to ferve mane 
kind, fet 


THE natural capacity may be varioufly 
enlarged, in proportion to. the different ade 
vantages afforded for that purpofe ; or in pros 
portion to the improvement of the advantas 
- ges enjoyed. Accordingly fome, tho’ nog 
diftinguithed by nature, “may make greater 
proficiency in wifdom than others. : 


AnD as focicties are compofed of individue 
als,and thereis a clofe connection between the 
interefts of fuch individuals, fo the whole 
may reap the advantage of the diftinguithed 
abilities of the few, and on thefe the fafery 
of fociety may in.a great meafure depend. 
bias THe 
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2 Fae natural capacity of wifdorn may tet 
main, and may be enlarged in no- inconfides 
sable meafure, tho’ religious i improvement is 
- wanting. Wifdom in this view fometimes | 
anfwers great purpofes in the world—In mi- 
lirary difpute, fuccefs very often depends 
more upon /his, than the beft contrived in- 
ftruments,and the moft dexterous ufe of them. 


© Ir indeed requires no uncommon degree 
of difcernment to provide weapons,and learn 
to ufe them—much greater may be neceflary 
in time of war. To lay the plan of opera- 
tion—to, lead on to battle, or cover aretreat 
—toattendto every circumftance that i is con 
neéted with the well formed plan, requires, 
great fagacity and penetration. The wifdom 
of the politician, and the {kill of the foldier, 

are requifite to form the great general. And 
this wi/dom is better than weapons of war, 
more to the purpofe of defence againtt the 
injurious attempts of others; as it may ac- 
complifh that, which numbers with the moft 
formidable artillery could not effe& without 
it. 

~ But wifdom, in that degree which con- 


Fishes the religious charater, qualifies ftill 
é more 


rns faccelfo ‘ 
of mind oti the ae and. 
life, which our h ly ed 2 ‘fe 
proc wifdon and, better, qi “ai hes the, 
pe i @ per ormance. of he . 
great atchievements, and, which 
ie ne 5 the bleffir ing of tte Poa ee 
shing those of it can poffibly. do... And ia 
military, conteft, this, - qualification. may 
operate through the whole, _in, officers. 
foldiers, and in thofe who are not immedi- 
atcly engaged in the action,-but-whofe inte- 
reft is clofcly connected with it, and fo may 
have a great influence.ini the slecifion: = 4 
— tampa eves 2 os 


SH 


7.4 


Réeceidied iis far ah obftrudting the 
free exercife of the powers of the mind, that 
itynaturally:tends torftrengthen and enlarge 
them.» The mind was formed for God, and 
religion j is: the: tendency of the foul ‘to its 
proper centte; and in that ftate it muft’ be 
the mof healthful and vigorous: The more 
it exercifes its ‘powers, in this*way, the-morg 
vigorous they will grow ; and on fuppofition 
of the continuance ‘of virtuous exertions, this 
<i dees will-continue thro’out “its_exift 

“ence. 


— 
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* Conformity to the precepts. of the 
sere is ating up to the dignity of our na- 
ure, and truly perfective of it. All the ad- 

vantages of wifdom'in the before-mentioned 
degree therefore,may be had in time of dan- 
ger, and greater hoped for,as the mind,aided 
by religion, will be more capable of thofe 
exertions,which are neceffary to lay the plan 


’ Of defence, and to difcern the beft meafures 


for the execution of j it. 


Wa 


Rebrerox alfo infpies its votaries with 
the trueft’ magnanimity and’ courage, and 


therefore, beft qualifies for oppofition againtt 


the i injurious attempts of bold affailants. It 
enobles the foul, as it raifes its views above 
the fordid pleafures of this world, and directs 
them to nobler’ objects, and in fome meafure 
refembles ‘it to its great: original. It lays 
a foundation for confidence in God, and for 
the hope of a bleffed immortality. It ree 
movgs the grounds of thofe fears that arife 
from confcious guilt; and a fenfe of deferved 
punifament ; and intitles to a. like triumph 
with that of the devout warrior in Ifrael, 
Though an hoft fhould encamp againft me, my 
heart nisi uot fear ; the war, fauld rife; 

againft 


; 
i 
’ 
; 
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‘againf n me, in ‘this will T be confident. As 
there is nothing to be hoped for from: this 
‘world, or to be feared in the next, by the 
virtuous and good, fo they only: with fafery 
can’ brave: danger, ‘and go on intrepid in the 


path of duty: < “Hardinefs of conftitution, 


and the mere love of- fame may indeed lead 
on to perilous enterprizes; but religion better 
qualifies the foldier to face danger, and jeo- 
pard his life in the high places of the field. 
The wicked, as they act from meaner princi 
ples, and are'urged on by inferior motives, 
will more readily quit their poft, and if at- 
tentiveto the fatal’ confequences of falling in 
battle; mult flee when no man perfueth: But 
the righteous, under a fenfe of moral obli- 
gation, and in hope of reward after this life 
is ended, in every department of duty, will 
be bend: asa — : 


’ THE aie therefore fill Vis on the 
fide of religion, as it greatens the mind, in- 
fpires it with the trueft fortitude, and will 
animate the foldicr to a% his part with in- 


‘trepidity and vigor, without which weapons 
‘OF war would be t to little purpofe. 


E RELIGION 4 


it geile oO 


mctcotan likewife qualifies ree ene 
titles to the bleffing of providence,ion which 
faccefsin military enterprize, chiefly depends. 
‘The fuperintendency of the Déity over-all 
his works, and his intervention in -homag 
: affairs, is agreable to reafon, and plainly 
afferted in revelation. The defigns of’ his 
providence, indeed, are carried on by means, 
but the energy of the means depends on.his 
bleffing. The means that are beft adapted 


to the end are generally fucceeded, but not 


always fo, fometimes thefe, are. oleae 
ft take pl aula 


proey fn me aha to are ee 
on him. This gave rife to the wife obferva- 
tion of Solomon in the context. The race 
zs not tothe Swift, nor the battle to the frong, 
neither yet bread to the wi ‘fe, nor yet riches 
to men of underflanding, nor yet favor to men 
of frill ; but time and chance happeneth to 
them all. 


THE interpofition of providence fome 
have tho’t, is more clearly difcernable in the 
events of war, than in any other, as thefe 

: have 


—. 


y Ber if, at fomictines, in ents way, Cot 

has rode in bis excellency on the je, for ‘the 
help’ of his people,” and made bare bis arm, 
id their’ falvation, yet his influence is as real,. 
tho” not fo vifible, when the means that. 
céme within the’ verge of human power 3 are” 
fucceéded “to the like purpoles. And no 
doubt this divine influences concerned, when 
the fate of armies, and the events of war, 
feem to turn upon fome trifling circnniftance 
untho't of, or little incident unforefeen, by 
means of which a mighty army fhall be 
feized with a panic, and one lefs formidable 
in. number and ftrength hall be fo infpirited, 
shat’ an hundred hall chafe a thoufand, and 
a thoufand put ten thoufand to flight. 


= Ir 
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Ir muft therefore be of the -greatelt con-- 
fequence to a nation, in military controverfy, 
to engage. the fupreme Difpofer of all even 
on their fide : And the only way for them. 
to do fo, is to fubmit, to. his authority as the - 

- {upreme lawgiver—to live up to the rules of. 
condpé preferibed by him, according to their. 
meafure i in this tate of imperfe@tion. 


- THIS will-qualify them for_his favor ; 
for the righteous Lord loveth righteoufnefs. 
And this will entitle them to the bleffings of. 
his providence, according t to the tenor of all 
his promifes. of ‘national. bleffings, in the holy is 
{criptures. “Acompliance with the condi ition _ 
will undoubtedly give claim to the bleffing . 
of the promife: On this they may firmly 
depend. And happy the people who are in. 
Fut, a es whol God is the. Lord. 


- aa iy 
+ ee a« 


réa, 


nacious cer sit 

of ‘duty, early laid: this ae as smerny ot 
military. fkill, for the public, fafety: The — 
heads of the people freely offered themfelves. 
to thefe exercifes,with a view tocultivate and, 
improve the: art of war, that the community, . 
sea be put into a ftate of defence. Onr, 


whar vi > 


and bedi down our foes. 


Bur tho’ Canada with its dependencies, 
which has been the fource of the chief of 
our difficulties; is by the kind’and vigorous 
affiftance of Britith troops, now conquered, 
‘and there is peace in our borders ; yct it 
may be idle to dream that we fhall neveran 
mote have occafion to put on the harnefs. 
It is not certain that there will be no attempt: 
tO 
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to1 recover: heh tae oweftions ¢6 the crown 
of: F France, and of confequence. not certain. 
but that the prefent fubmifs bur popith inha- 
bitants will become. hoftile again, and. harafs 
our infant fettlements extended ftill nearer, % 
them a bY, our he cide scapiltions, 


a ¢ “_ a - i . , pe ae 


“Bur if we thould not be called to defend 
the frontiers from the {word of the. wilder. 
nels, ¢ or with greater numbers: to maintain 
our conquefts ; we may yet have need of ar-. 
mour and military frill todefénd us on fome 
other qiatier 3 for the’ more® oppulent we. 
gow, the more-we may. become the objegt 
of the’ attention and aim of” fom ome forcign 
rapacious power. 


. THERE being more than. a poffibility-of 
things of this nature taking. place, in fome- 
future, and perhaps not very diftant period ;, 
itis fit that we fhould hold ourfelves in rea- 
dinefs for defence, and . truly noble in. thofe. 
who, of their own accord, exert themfelves, 
to: fpread the art of war, and promote fuch, — 
preparations. 


But 


age 
vA 


aim. vat higher accomplithn St 
pert ufe of th “ered oe 


‘more pre oe te thet country. No- 
bility of mind, is faperior do bodily exci, 
~ and more friendly to hero than: gunsand — 
words. The good man, “andthe foldier are 
chara¢ters compatible in the-fame perfon,and 
the former is requifite to complete the latter, 
Theywill not therefore indulge to that indif- 
ference in religion, fo fafhiénable in the pre 
fent'age ; dnd while they. profels to believe 
the gofpel, negle& to live up to its excellent. 
rules. It is odd in thofe who enter the lift 
on. the principles of ‘defenfive wat, I mean 
40 oppofe them who break thro’, the Jaws-6f 
God,.and moleft others in the enjoyment, of- 
their rights, every day to violate: thofe Jaws 
themfelves, and in a certain degree i interrupt 
the happinefs..of fociety, After all. ‘the ap- 
pearance of honor and public fpirit vice may 
wear, it debilitates and enflaves the mind, im- 
pedes military improvement, and difqualifies 
for heroic a@ion.—Men cannot. do them- 
felves more honor than to live up to the 
: rales 


~ 


GS aa Artillery-Serimon. 


rules -s of relicion ; nor any other way capacie 
satethemfelves fo well toferve their gencration.. 


o> ge ai 4 eee ; : ® 
- THE {neer at-virtue, notwithftanding, it is 


of great importance to- thofe who one day 


may be called into the field of battle, previ- » 


‘oufly to qualify themfelves in ‘the beft man- 
ner—to get poffefled of the principles of true 
fortitude and courage, to fecure the favor of 


ithe great Arbiter of life and death,on whofe 


nod.depends the fateof armies—that in the 
midft of the dreadful fcene. they may aét no- 


‘par , fapported by. a. ‘firm’ reliance. 


a acorn ‘of La blelied ime 


sil defenfive war is lawful, and in the pre- 
fent’ftate of things occafion for it is to be 
“expeéted, THis PEOPLE do well in time 


‘of peace, to provide warlike ftéres—to in- 


-creafe their {kill in military addrefs—to keep 
-up their martial fpirit, that they may be pre- 
‘pared to defend themfelves ; and as occafion 
“may offer, to exprefs their loyalty to the beft 
‘of Kings, and firm attachment to their mother 
-country, by ready and vigorous efforts to {up- 
Pont the intereft of the Britith Empire. The 
: ; a 


‘ 
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Keeping up this cofpany, fuperadded toa 
ftanding militia, we confider as an evidence 
‘Of their ardor for their King and Country. 
24 tohoects gels ; <: & 


"THE prefence of the Captain-general, our. 
Commander in'éhief, and of ‘thofe who fit 
next to him in the high feats of government, 
do honor to thisday. saree 

Toconctupe. This difcourfe gives a 
humbling view of human nature in its pre- 
fent flate of defe&tion,—and leads us to at- 
tribute the irregularities and difordcrs in this 
world to the folly of mankind: Thefe ap- 
pear to. be in confequence of the creator’s : 
leaving the humian mind free, and this feems 
- to: have been neceffary to make it capable of 
moral government. | 


_ Bur if we are unable to folve every difi- 
culty that may arife from God's permitting. 
fin, and fo much diforder in this part of his 
creation, our minds are relieved by the kind. 
affurancés:-in his word, that in his wifdom 
and goodnefs he ‘will -over-rulé the whole fo, 
a8 to fecure happinefs to man, and a revenue 
of glory to himfelh 

ee. In 


ee 
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In Se mean time, we fhould be recon? 
: ciled tq our prefent fityation, and. to the cir- 
sag cumftances into which we are born in: this 
world ; And animated by the difcoveries of 
divine grace with fortitude- and perfevering 
diligence fuftain the trials, and perform the 
duties affigned to us here ; that we may fe 
cure uninterrupted happinefs. on the ftage 
of immortality, . 

It isno Inconfiderable part of our duty on 
the prefent ftage, to fecure and promote the 
happinefs of fociety, with which our own. i 
fo intimately conneéted.—=The peace which 
= the Britifh ‘nation and its’ deperideneics: at 
prefent enjoy, may foon be interrupted .and 
‘all our martial fkill and conduét put por 
tial, ot 


~ Owr fuceefsin the laft war was preat and 
memorable-——But what is in the leaves of 
fate unturned js known only to him who can 
open the back and {ce into futurity. But this 
we may know by the Book of facred oracles 
that lies open ta us, that our fafezy depends 
on his favor who js the governor among the 
nations, and whee kingdom ruleth gver all. 2 


By 
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_ By the fame oracles we are affared, that 
his favor is to be obtained, by a finfal peo- 
pile, Wipe terms of repentance and re- 
formationPagreeable to the declaration made 
by the prophet to his people of old, Thus 
Jaith the Lord of hofts, amend your ways and 
your dongs, and I will caufe you to dwell in 
this place. And when vice fhall be difcoun- 
tenanced, and virtue encouraged, and our 
manners conformable to the rulesof our holy 
religion, we may expeét, either that our ene- 
mies will be at peace ; or, if they fhould 
interrupt our tranquility, that, in the time of 
trial, the Lord of hofts will be with us, and 
theGod of Facobour refuge. Being reformed, 
"we may feeurely rely on the protestion of 
providence. The Deity propitious, we may 
hope, not only to be faved from our enemies, 
and the hand of all that hate us: but alfo~ 
pleafing profpe&! to tranfmit this land, with 
all our unalienable rights and happy privileges, 
a rich inheritance to pofterity. 


Pick ON. TR 


